A decade of ‘misuse of private information’
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The 2004 decision of the House of Lords in Campbell v Mirror Group Newspapers was a significant case regarding privacy, and
for human rights law and tort law more generally. Its influence is clear in current debates on the future of the Human Rights
Act (particularly as we approach the General Election), and the relationship between the press, the State and the public.The

legal status of the cause of action for ‘misuse of private information’ recognised in the decision has provoked significant debate,
in the courts and in universities. A decade on, it is appropriate to reflect on both the case and its influence, both in domestic

law and across the common law world.
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